
 
 
           June 2, 2009 
 
Dear Gordy: 
 
This letter is in response to your question about the importance of the Michigan Center for Theoretical 
Physics (MCTP) in recruiting faculty to the University of Michigan.  All of us arrived at the University 
since the establishment of the MCTP in 2001.  (Wells (2002), Duan (2003), Gnedin (2006), Pierce 
(2006), Lubensky (2006), Huterer (2007), Zurek (2009), Elvang (2009)). 
 
The MCTP played a strong and very positive role in our coming to Michigan.  In some cases, the 
existence of MCTP was decisive in the selection of the University of Michigan ahead of other offers. 
 
The MCTP is a useful recruiting tool on several fronts. First, the MCTP enhances the vitality of 
research on the Michigan campus.  When being recruited to Michigan, we could all see that MCTP 
brought world experts to the campus for workshops and through visitors programs.  The guarantee that 
we would be able to take advantage of interactions with these visitors was important to our decisions.  
 
 The level of activity was a very important ingredient in my decision to come. 
        --Kathryn Zurek 
 
 I knew the MCTP would bring a vibrant stream of top-notch visitors to the campus.  I knew  
 contact (and collaboration) with these scientists would enhance my research program.  This  

was important in my decision to accept Michigan's offer over other offers I had from MIT,  
Wisconsin and Maryland. 

        --Aaron Pierce 
 

The MCTP provides support for visitors and workshops. It is difficult to use regular grants to 
support these activities, which are very important for promoting interaction and  

 collaboration between theorists. 
        --Luming Duan  
 
 I recall when the MCTP began at the University of Michigan. It gave a clear signal to the world  

community that Michigan was continuing to support its world-class particle research efforts,  
and that it was intent on keeping itself one step ahead of the competition who were also  
increasing investment in this area. I was eager to join the University of Michigan not just 
because of its willingness to recognize opportunity and invest in it, but also because of what 
was being done with that investment--excellent visitors, workshops, international exposure, and  

 the fellow colleagues that such a scientifically fertile environment attracts. 
        --James Wells 
 
As faculty candidates, it was important to know that logistical infrastructure was in place.  Whether it 
be organizing workshops or inviting speakers/collaborators, knowing that these things would go 
smoothly, and not become a burden that would detract from research efforts was essential.  The MCTP 
minimizes organizational burdens (e.g., hotels, travel arrangements, room reservations), largely due to 
our excellent staff (Nicolle Walla and Angela Milliken).  This is something that is lacking at other 
Universities, even some with large theory groups, and is an enormous asset for the University.  
   



Also, it should be emphasized that the MCTP is an effective recruiting tool simply because it allows for 
young people to have a positive associations with the University, often early in their scientific 
development.  This can happen either through attending an MCTP workshop at the University, or 
through a visitor programs specifically designed to bring young people to our campus to give seminars.  
Young scientists return to their home institutions from the MCTP knowing that this is an active, vibrant 
place.  At least two of us (Elvang and Huterer) participated in MCTP programs at UM multiple times 
before coming to campus for a job interview.   
 
 Through my visits, I was already familiar with several faculty members (and postdoc/students)  
 in the MTCP. I already had a good feeling for what I would be getting into if I accepted  
 Michigan's offer -- the visits left a very good impression! 
        --Henriette  Elvang 
 
Another positive impact of the MCTP is the impact that it has in attracting high quality post-doctoral 
researchers and students.  
 
 MCTP was definitely a factor in my decision to come to Michigan; it was clear to me at the time 

that it is an internationally known center that makes it easier to attract top visitors, students 
and postdocs. 

        --Dragan Huterer 
 
The MCTP is one of the things that really sets Michigan apart. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Luming Duan, Associate Professor, Physics 
Henriette Elvang, Assistant Professor, Physics  
Oleg Gnedin, Assistant Professor, Astronomy 
Dragan Huterer, Assistant Professor, Physics 
David Lubensky, Assistant Professor, Physics 
Aaron Pierce, Assistant Professor, Physics 
James Wells, Professor, Physics  
Kathryn Zurek, Assistant Professor, Physics 
 


